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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
COMMUNICATING IN AN INCREASED
COVERAGE AREA TO A WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION UNIT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION
Related Application(s)

The field of this invention relates to a method and apparatus
for providing increased coverage to a wireless communica-
tion unit, such as user equipment (UE), for example in a long
term evolution wireless communication system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A recent development of third generation (3G) wireless
communications is the long term evolution (LTE) cellular
communication standard, sometimes referred to as a 4” gen-
eration (4G) system. 4G systems will be deployed in existing
spectral allocations owned by network operators and new
spectral allocations that are yet to be licensed. LTE devices
are able to operate on carriers of bandwidth up to 20 MHz.
FIG. 1 illustrates a simplified block diagram of a downlink
sub-frame of a carrier 100 comprising a legacy control chan-
nel region 105 and a plurality of resource blocks (RBs) 110 as
stipulated in the LTE standard. In FIG. 1, the RBs span a
bandwidth of 20 MHz 115, where each RB comprises twelve
sub carriers and each sub carrier has a bandwidth of 15 KHz.
RBs comprise physical downlink shared channels (PDSCH).

The requirement to support a bandwidth of up to 20 MHz
increases device cost in comparison to lower bandwidth sys-
tems, such as the General Packet Radio Service (GPRS). The
cost of supporting high bandwidth devices has led to an
increasing desire to support low bandwidth (and hence low
cost) LTE devices within higher bandwidth -carriers.
Examples of devices that could beneficially use LTE include
so-called machine type communication (MTC) devices,
which are typified by semi-autonomous or autonomous wire-
less communication devices communicating small amounts
of data on a relatively infrequent basis. Examples of MTC
devices include so-called smart meters, which, for example,
may be located in a customer’s house and periodically trans-
mit information back to a central MTC server data relating to
the customer’s consumption of a utility such as gas, water,
electricity and so on.

Whilst it can be convenient for a terminal such as an MTC
type terminal to take advantage of the wide coverage area
provided by a third or fourth generation mobile telecommu-
nication network, there are at present disadvantages. Unlike a
conventional third or fourth generation mobile terminal such
as a smartphone, an MTC-type terminal is preferably rela-
tively simple and inexpensive. The type of functions per-
formed by the MTC-type terminal (e.g. collecting and report-
ing back data to the network) do not require particularly
complex processing to be performed. In many scenarios, pro-
viding low capability terminals with a conventional high-
performance LTE receiver unit capable of receiving and pro-
cessing data from an LTE downlink frame across the full
carrier bandwidth can be overly complex and expensive for a
device which only needs to communicate small amounts of
data.

Some MTC devices (and in particular smart meters) may
be installed in locations where coverage is poor. For example
smart meters may be deployed in basements or cellars where
there is significant penetration loss through the building. In
order to support communications to/from these MTC devices,
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a larger system gain (also referred to as maximum coupling
loss) needs to be supported by the wireless communication
system. Some known potential methods of increasing the
supported system gain include:
increasing the eNodeB transmit power. This requires the
installation of higher power (and more expensive) power
amplifiers at the eNodeB. There may be significant
opposition to the installation of such equipment by local
residents.
use of external antennas at the UE. These external antennas
may be installed at street level and connected to the
smart meter in the basement. However, use of such exter-
nal equipment is likely to increase the cost of deploy-
ment by increasing installation cost.
installation of extra network nodes, such as relays or femto
cells, adding cost and complexity to the wireless system.
significantly increasing the error correction coding (e.g.
repetition coding) applied to the signal. There would
also be a significant increase in the number of reference
symbols applied.
application of beamforming or beam steering techniques;
hence concentrating the eNodeB energy at the UE. Such
techniques might require the addition of significant extra
equipment at the eNodeB.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides communications units,
integrated circuits, methods for increasing communication
coverage for wireless communications units and tangible
computer program products therefor, as described in the
accompanying claims. Specific embodiments of the invention
are set forth in the dependent claims. These and other aspects
of the invention will be apparent from and elucidated with
reference to the embodiments described hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a simplified diagram of a sub-frame trans-
mitted by an eNodeB in a long term evolution (LTE) system.

FIG. 2 illustrates a 3GPP™ long term evolution (LTE)
cellular communication system adapted in accordance with
some example embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example block diagram of a wireless
communication unit, such as a 3GPP™ LTE user equipment
adapted in accordance with some example embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a simplified example schematic diagram
of'a modified signal sent from an eNodeB.

FIG. 5 illustrates a simplified example schematic diagram
of a packet data control channel (PDCCH) that occupies
subframes 1 and 2 allocating a PDSCH occupying subframes
3 and 4.

FIG. 6 illustrates a simplified example flow diagram of
eNodeB operation utilising aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates a simplified example flow diagram of UE
operation utilising aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates a simplified example block diagram of
reference signal positioning within a legacy resource block
and a fractional resource block, according to aspects of the
invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a simplified example block diagram of a
frequency hopping technique, according to aspects of the
invention.

FIG. 10 illustrates a simplified example block diagram of a
transmission of uplink signals on a single subcarrier.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Examples of the invention provide communication units,
associated integrated circuits and methods for increasing sys-
tem gain to provide enhanced coverage for devices. Although
examples of the invention are described with reference to
improving the coverage area for a low cost Machine-Type
communication (MTC) device, relative to normal long term
evolution LTE devices, it is envisaged that the inventive con-
cept is also applicable to other wireless communication
devices, such as public safety devices.

In the context of the present invention, the term resource
block is intended to encompass a set of time and/or frequency
and/or code resources. For example, in general in LTE down-
link, a ‘resource block’ would be considered to mean 12
subcarriers and 14 OFDM symbols. A skilled artisan will
appreciate that the term resource block would mean other
communication resources in other systems.

In particular, a method for increasing coverage in a wire-
less communication system is described. The method com-
prises, at the network element: transmitting a first portion of
subframes comprising a number of resource blocks to a first
wireless communication unit in a first mode of operation,
wherein the number of resource blocks are transmitted at a
first power level per resource block; and transmitting, a sec-
ond portion of subframes to a second wireless communica-
tion unit in a second mode of operation at a second power
level, wherein the second portion of subframes comprise a
lower number of resource blocks than the first portion of
subframes and the lower number of resource blocks is trans-
mitted at a second power level per resource block that is
higher than the first power level per resource block.

In this manner, when the eNodeB wishes to communicate
to UEs in very poor coverage situations, it is able to narrow
the bandwidth of its transmissions and transmit all available
power in that narrower bandwidth, for example, the eNodeB
transmits a reduced number of subcarriers in the cell. The
total power applied in the cell is, however, maintained. By
operating in this mode, the power spectral density of the
subcarriers that are transmitted is maintained, but the power
level per resource block is increased. Hence, the coverage
area of communications to/from the UE is increased and the
power that the UE receives per subcarrier is now greater. The
noise power per subcarrier remains the same. Hence the sig-
nal power to noise ratio per subcarrier has increased.

In some examples, the method may further comprise:
scheduling a first control channel region in the first portion of
subframes and scheduling a second additional separate con-
trol channel region in the second portion of subframes, for
example where the second portion of subframes may com-
prise at least one from a group comprising: almost blank
subframes, multimedia broadcast single frequency network
(MBSFN) subframes. In this manner, almost blank subframes
and/or MBSFN subframes may be used to implement a sec-
ond additional control channel region for communicating
with the wireless communication unit

In some examples, the method may further comprise
scheduling the second separate control channel region in the
second portion of subframes across multiple subframes, for
example where the second separate control channel region
may comprise a control channel signal that allocates a (sub-
sequent) shared downlink resource to the second wireless
communication unit

In some examples, at least one of the control channel signal
and the shared downlink resource may be interleaved over a
plurality of second portion of subframes. In some examples,
the lower number of resource blocks used in the second
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portion of subframes may comprise less than a single physical
resource block. In this manner, a yet further increase in cov-
erage range may be achieved and a sufficiently large number
of'bits may be transmitted in a PDCCH or PDSCH compared
to the case where transmissions are constrained to a single
subframe.

In some examples, scheduling the second portion of sub-
frames in time multiplexed frequency hopped transmissions
may be performed such that multiple wireless communica-
tion units are supported within available downlink resource in
a first communication cell, for example by inserting a time
gap between frequency hops, for example wherein a resource
block in the frequency hopping comprises a first number of
symbols and a second number of subcarriers. In this manner,
frequency hopping may be employed in order to address a
potential increase in interference into neighbour cells on
those subcarriers that are transmitted at higher power, by
randomizing the interference across the subcarriers in the
neighbour cell. For example, if the neighbour cell transmits
using the scheme disclosed herein, then an orthogonal hop-
ping sequence may be employed such that the transmissions
in the two cells will not collide.

In some examples, the method may further comprise deter-
mining a power requirement of multiple wireless communi-
cation units and scheduling a number of resource blocks for
the second subframes based at least on a determined power
requirement of the second wireless communication unit, for
example by:

requesting a path loss measurement from the second wire-
less communication unit,

receiving channel quality information transmitted by the
second wireless communication unit, or

receiving an indication from the second wireless commu-
nication unit of the power that it is using for its transmissions

In some examples, scheduling a second separate control
channel region in the second portion of a subframe may
comprise scheduling at least one of: a Physical Downlink
Control Channel (PDCCH), a Physical Hybrid ARQ Indica-
tor Channel (PHICH) and a Physical Control Format Indica-
tor Channel (PCFICH), for example where the channels
transmitted by the second additional separate control channel
region occupy more than a single subframe.

In some examples, the method may be employed in a long
term evolution wireless communication system.

Examples of the invention further provide a tangible com-
puter program product comprising executable code stored
therein for increasing coverage in a wireless communication
system, wherein the code is operable for, when executed at a
network element, performing the aforementioned method.

Examples of the invention further provide a network ele-
ment for increasing coverage in a wireless communication
system. The network element comprises a transceiver oper-
ably coupled to a control processor, wherein the control pro-
cessor is arranged to: transmit, a first portion of subframes
comprising a number of resource blocks to a first wireless
communication unit in a first mode of operation, wherein the
number of resource blocks are transmitted at a first power
level per resource block; and transmit, a second portion of
subframes to a second wireless communication unit in a sec-
ond mode of operation at a second power level, wherein the
second portion of subframes comprise a lower number of
resource blocks than the first portion of subframes and the
lower number of resource blocks is transmitted at a second
power level per resource block that is higher than the first
power level per resource block.

Examples of the invention further provide an integrated
circuit for a network element for increasing coverage in a
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wireless communication system. The integrated circuit com-
prises a control processor, arranged to: transmit a first portion
of subframes comprising a number of resource blocks to a
first wireless communication unit in a first mode of operation,
wherein the number of resource blocks are transmitted at a
first power level per resource block; and transmit, a second
portion of subframes to a second wireless communication
unit in a second mode of operation at a second power level,
wherein the second portion of subframes comprise a lower
number of resource blocks than the first portion of subframes
and the lower number of resource blocks is transmitted at a
second power level per resource block that is higher than the
first power level per resource block.

Examples of the invention further provide a method for
communicating in an increased coverage area in a wireless
communication system. The method comprises, at a wireless
communication unit: receiving in a second extended coverage
mode of operation, a signal comprising subcarriers transmit-
ted at a second power level, wherein the signal comprises a
second portion of subframes, wherein the second portion of
subframes comprise a lower number of resource blocks than
afirst portion of subframes transmitted at a first power level in
afirst non-extended coverage mode of operation, and wherein
the lower number of resource blocks is transmitted ata second
power level per resource block that is higher than the first
power level per resource block.

Examples of the invention further provide a tangible com-
puter program product comprising executable code stored
therein for communicating in an increased coverage area in a
wireless communication system, wherein the code is oper-
able for, when executed at a wireless communication unit,
performing the aforementioned method.

Examples of the invention further provide a wireless com-
munication unit comprising: a receiver for receiving in a
second extended coverage mode of operation, a signal com-
prising subcarriers transmitted at a second power level,
wherein the signal comprises a second portion of subframes,
and a control processor, operably coupled to the receiver and
arranged to decode the signal, wherein the second portion of
subframes comprise a lower number of resource blocks than
afirst portion of subframes transmitted at a first power level in
afirst non-extended coverage mode of operation, and wherein
the lower number of resource blocks is transmitted ata second
power level per resource block that is higher than the first
power level per resource block.

Examples of the invention further provide an integrated
circuit for a wireless communication unit comprising: a con-
trol processor arranged to decode a signal received in a sec-
ond extended coverage mode of operation, wherein the signal
comprised subcarriers transmitted at a second power level
and comprises a second portion of subframes, wherein the
second portion of subframes comprise a lower number of
resource blocks than a first portion of subframes transmitted
at a first power level in a first non-extended coverage mode of
operation, and wherein the lower number of resource blocks
is transmitted at a second power level per resource block that
is higher than the first power level per resource block.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a wireless communication system
200 is shown in outline, in accordance with one example
embodiment of the invention. In this example embodiment,
the wireless communication system 200 is compliant with,
and contains network elements capable of operating over, a
universal mobile telecommunication system (UMTS™) air-
interface. In particular, the embodiment relates to a system’s
architecture for an Evolved-UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access
Network (E-UTRAN) wireless communication system,
which is currently under discussion in the third Generation
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Partnership Project (3GPP™) specification for long term evo-
Iution (LTE), based around OFDMA (Orthogonal Frequency
Division Multiple Access) in the downlink (DL) and SC-
FDMA (Single Carrier Frequency Division Multiple Access)
in the uplink (UL), as described in the 3GPP™ TS 36.xxx
series of specifications. Within LTE, both time division
duplex (TDD) and frequency division duplex (FDD) modes
are defined.

The wireless communication system 200 architecture con-
sists of radio access network (RAN) and core network (CN)
elements 204, with the core network elements 204 being
coupled to external networks 202 (named Packet Data Net-
works (PDNs)), such as the Internet or a corporate network.
The CN elements 204 comprise a packet data network gate-
way (P-GW) 207. In order to serve up local content, the
P-GW may be coupled to a content provider 209. The P-GW
207 may be further coupled to a policy control and rules
function entity (PCRF) 297 and a Gateway 206.

The PCRF 297 is operable to control policy control deci-
sion making, as well as for controlling the flow-based charg-
ing functionalities in a policy control enforcement function
PCEF (not shown) that may reside in the P-GW 207. The
PCRF 297 may further provide a quality of service (QoS)
authorisation class identifier and bit rate information that
dictates how a certain data flow will be treated in the PCEF,
and ensures that this is in accordance with a UE’s 225 sub-
scription profile.

In example embodiments, the Gateway 206 may be a Serv-
ing Gateway (S-GW). The Gateway 206 is coupled to a
mobility management entity MME 208 via an S11 interface.
The MME 208 is operable to manage session control of
Gateway bearers and is operably coupled to a home sub-
scriber service (HSS) database 230 that is arranged to store
subscriber communication unit 225 (user equipment (UE))
related information. As illustrated, the MME 208 also has a
direct connection to each eNodeB 210, via an S1-MME inter-
face.

The HSS database 230 may store UE subscription data
such as QoS profiles and any access restrictions for roaming.
The HSS database 230 may also store information relating to
the P-GW 207 to which a UE 225 can connect. For example,
this data may be in the form of an access point name (APN) or
a packet data network (PDN) address. In addition, the HSS
database 230 may hold dynamic information relating to the
identity of the MME 208 to which a UE 225 is currently
connected or registered.

The MME 208 may be further operable to control protocols
running between the user equipment (UE) 225 and the CN
elements 204, which are commonly known as Non-Access
Stratum (NAS) protocols. The MME 208 may support at least
the following functions that can be classified as functions
relating to bearer management (which may include the estab-
lishment, maintenance and release of bearers), functions
relating to connection management (which may include the
establishment of the connection and security between the
network and the UE 225) and functions relating to inter-
working with other networks (which may include the han-
dover of voice calls to legacy networks). The Gateway 206
predominantly acts as a mobility anchor point and is capable
of providing internet protocol (IP) multicast distribution of
user plane data to eNodeBs 210. The Gateway 206 may
receive content via the P-GW 207 from one or more content
providers 209 or via the external PDN 202. The MME 208
may be further coupled to an evolved serving mobile location
center (E-SMLC) 298 and a gateway mobile location center
(GMLC) 299.
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The E-SMLC 298 is operable to manage the overall coor-
dination and scheduling of resources required to find the
location of the UE that is attached to the RAN, in this example
embodiment the E-UTRAN. The GMLC 299 contains func-
tionalities required to support location services (LCS). After
performing an authorisation, it sends positioning requests to
the MME 208 and receives final location estimates.

The P-GW 207 is operable to determine IP address alloca-
tion fora UE 225, as well as QoS enforcement and flow-based
charging according to rules received from the PCRF 297. The
P-GW 207 is further operable to control the filtering of down-
link user IP packets into different QoS-based bearers (not
shown). The P-GW 207 may also serve as a mobility anchor
for inter-working with non-3GPP technologies such as
CDMA2000 and WiMAX networks.

If the Gateway 206 comprises an S-GW, the eNodeBs 210
would be connected to the S-GW 206 and the MME 208
directly. In this case, all UE packets would be transferred
through the S-GW 206, which may serve as a local mobility
anchor for the data bearers when a UE 225 moves between
eNodeBs 210. The S-GW 206 is also capable of retaining
information about the bearers when the UE 225 is in an idle
state (known as EPS connection management IDLE), and
temporarily buffers downlink data while the MME 208 ini-
tiates paging of the UE 225 to re-establish the bearers. In
addition, the S-GW 206 may perform some administrative
functions in the visited network, such as collecting informa-
tion for charging (i.e. the volume of data sent or received from
the UE 225). The S-GW 206 may further serve as a mobility
anchor for inter-working with other 3GPP™ technologies
such as GPRS™ and UMTS™.

As illustrated, the CN 204 is operably connected to two
eNodeBs 210, with their respective coverage zones or cells
285, 290 and a plurality of UEs 225 receiving transmissions
from the CN 204 via the eNodeBs 210. In accordance with
example embodiments of the present invention, at least one
eNodeB 210 and at least one UE 225 (amongst other ele-
ments) have been adapted to support the concepts hereinafter
described.

The main component of the RAN is an eNodeB (an evolved
NodeB) 210, which performs many standard base station
functions and is connected to the CN 204 via an S1 interface
and to the UEs 225 via a Uu interface. A wireless communi-
cation system will typically have a large number of such
infrastructure elements where, for clarity purposes, only a
limited number are shown in FIG. 2. The eNodeBs 210 con-
trol and manage the radio resource related functions for a
plurality of wireless subscriber communication units/termi-
nals (oruser equipment (UE) 225 in UMTS™ nomenclature).
Each of the UEs 225 comprise a transceiver unit 227 operably
coupled to signal processing logic 308 (with one UE illus-
trated in such detail for clarity purposes only). The system
comprises many other UEs 225 and eNodeBs 210, which for
clarity purposes are not shown. As illustrated, each eNodeB
210 comprises one or more wireless transceiver (transmitter
and/or receiver) unit(s) 294 that is/are operably coupled to a
control processor 296 and memory 292 for storing, inter alia,
information relating to UEs and UE capabilities, for example
whether the UE is capable of operating as a low bandwidth
UE or whether the UE is able to operate in an extended
coverage mode. Each eNodeB 210 further comprises a sched-
uler 297, which may be operably coupled to the one or more
wireless transceiver unit(s) 294, the control processor 296
and memory 292. The base station (for example eNodeB 210)
is arranged to support.

In example embodiments of the present invention, a control
processor of a network element, such as control processor 296
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of eNodeB 210, is arranged to transmit a first portion of
subframes comprising a number of resource blocks to a first
wireless communication unit, such as UE 225, in a first (non-
extended coverage) mode of operation, wherein the number
of resource blocks are transmitted at a first power level per
resource block. The control processor is further arranged to
transmit a second portion of subframes to a second wireless
communication unit in a second mode of operation at a sec-
ond power level, wherein the second portion of subframes
comprise a lower number of resource blocks than the first
portion of subframes and the lower number of resource blocks
is transmitted at a second power level per resource block that
is higher than the first power level per resource block.

In some examples, the control processor 296 may be
located on an integrated circuit (not shown).

Clearly, the various components within the eNodeB 210
can be realized in discrete or integrated component form, with
an ultimate structure therefore being an application-specific
or design selection. Further, although example embodiments
of the invention have been described with reference to an
evolved NodeB (eNodeB), it should be apparent to a skilled
person that example embodiments of the invention could be
utilised with any network element, for example a NodeB
within a 3GPP™ high speed packet access (HSPA) network,
or any other wireless networks.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a block diagram of a wireless
communication unit, adapted in accordance with some
example embodiments of the invention, is shown. In practice,
purely for the purposes of explaining embodiments of the
invention, the wireless communication unit is described in
terms of a wireless subscriber communication unit, such as a
UE 225. The wireless communication unit 225 contains an
antenna 302 coupled to an antenna switch or duplexer 304
that provides isolation between receive and transmit chains
within the wireless communication unit 225. One or more
receiver chains, as known in the art, include receiver front-
end circuitry 306 (effectively providing reception, filtering
and intermediate or base-band frequency conversion). The
receiver front-end circuitry 306 is coupled to a control pro-
cessor 308 (generally realized by a digital signal processor
(DSP)). A skilled artisan will appreciate that the level of
integration of receiver circuits or components may be, in
some instances, implementation-dependent.

The controller 314 maintains overall operational control of
the wireless communication unit 225. The controller 314 is
also coupled to the receiver front-end circuitry 306 and the
control processor 308. In some examples, the controller 314 is
also coupled to a buffer module 317 and a memory device 316
that selectively stores operating regimes, such as decoding/
encoding functions, synchronization patterns, code
sequences, and the like. A timer 318 is operably coupled to the
controller 314 to control the timing of operations (transmis-
sion or reception of time-dependent signals) within the wire-
less communication unit 225.

As regards the transmit chain, this essentially includes an
input module 320, coupled in series through transmitter/
modulation circuitry 322 and a power amplifier 324 to the
antenna 302, antenna array, or plurality of antennas. The
transmitter/modulation circuitry 322 and the power amplifier
324 are operationally responsive to the controller 314.

In some examples, the control processor 308 may be
located on an integrated circuit (not shown). The control
processor 308 in the transmit chain may be implemented as
distinct from the signal processor in the receive chain. Alter-
natively, a single processor may be used to implement a
processing of both transmit and receive signals, as shown in
FIG. 3. Clearly, the various components within the wireless
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communication unit 225 can be realized in discrete or inte-
grated component form, with an ultimate structure therefore
being an application-specific or design selection.

In examples of the invention, the wireless communication
unit 225 comprises a receiver for receiving in a second
extended coverage mode of operation, a signal comprising
subcarriers transmitted at a second power level, wherein the
signal comprises a second portion of subframes. The control
processor 308 is operably coupled to the receiver and
arranged to decode the signal, wherein the second portion of
subframes comprise a lower number of resource blocks than
afirst portion of subframes transmitted at a first power level in
afirst non-extended coverage mode of operation, and wherein
the lower number of resource blocks is transmitted ata second
power level per resource block that is higher than the first
power level per resource block.

Referring now to FIG. 4 a schematic diagram illustrating
anexample of amodified LTE signal 400 as transmitted by the
eNodeB, for example eNodeB 210 of FIG. 2 (and received at
the wireless communication unit, such as UE 225 of FIG. 2)
is shown, comprising legacy control channel region 405 and
an additional control channel region 410 for coverage limited
UEs, together with at least one resource block 415. In F1G. 4,
the eNodeB transmits only N, . resource blocks 420 in
the carrier 425 (in comparison to the legacy case where the
eNodeB would transmit using the full N resource blocks).
For example, the transmissions to the coverage limited UE
(control and data) may cover N_,,,....*12*15 kHz (where
one resource block 415 covers 12 subcarriers and each sub-
carrier has a bandwidth of 15 kHz). The number of resource
blocks 415 transmitted by the eNodeB would typically be an
integer, in this example. However, in other examples, a non-
integer value may be used, for example if N, ... =0.5, the
eNodeB will only transmit half a resource block, i.e. 6 sub-
carriers, in the bandwidth of the carrier 425. In this manner,
the eNodeB is operable to vary the power spectral density of
the transmitted N, ..., RBs 420, without increasing the
total power applied to the carrier 425. In this example
embodiment, the eNodeB is operable to dynamically deter-
mine how many resource blocks 420 (N, ,.) to transmit.
In this example, the control processor of the eNodeB may be
arranged to determine the power requirements of different
UEs in the system, and assign those UEs to subframes that are
transmitting at the appropriate transmit power per subcarrier
and with the appropriate number of subcarriers. In this
example, the eNodeB may determine the number of resource
blocks 420 to transmit (N,,.,..) by requesting a path loss
measurement from a UE. In some examples, this may be
achieved via radio resource control signalling at connection
setup.

In examples of the invention, the legacy control channel
region 405 may be arranged to carry PCFICH, PHICH and
PDCCH. The separate control channel region 410 may be
arranged to carry separate PCFICH, PHICH and PDCCH at a
higher transmit power per subcarrier to coverage limited UEs.

In another example, the control processor of the eNodeB
may be arranged to determine N, ... 420 by receiving
channel quality feedback indication(s) (CQI) from a desired
UE. In this example, CQI feedback indication(s) may be
based on transmissions from the eNodeB in a restricted num-
ber of RBs 420. This is because it is possible, due to the
increased power spectral density of N,,,,,,.. RBs 420 trans-
mitted in this example embodiment, that a desired UE (if
outside normal coverage area) will not be able to receive
transmissions at a legacy power per subcarrier from the eNo-
deB, and thus be unable to perform channel estimation, for the
purposes of CQI determination, based on RBs transmitted at
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legacy power per subcarrier. In another example embodi-
ment, CQI feedback may be based on a non-restricted number
of RBs.

In another example embodiment, the scheduler 297 in eNo-
deB 210 may be operable to schedule UEs in subframes
according to their coverage requirements. For example, UEs
225 that are determined to have relatively poor channel con-
ditions may be scheduled in subframes using a single RB 415
atahigh power level per subcarrier. Similarly, UEs 225 deter-
mined to have relatively good channel conditions may be
scheduled using two RBs at a medium power level per sub-
carrier. In this manner, UEs 225 that are determined to have a
certain channel condition may be dynamically scheduled to
use anything from 0.5 to 100 RBs for a 20 MHz system, for
example.

In this example embodiment, it is not necessary for the
control channel region 410 for coverage limited UEs to take
up the same amount of resource space (e.g. to occupy the
same number of subcarriers) as the legacy control channel
region 405. However, in this example embodiment, in order to
achieve coverage comparable with that available from the
data channel region resource blocks 415, the control channel
region 410 for coverage limited UEs is arranged to take up the
same amount of resource space as the resource blocks of the
data region 415. In another example, the control channel
region 410 for coverage limited UEs may be channel coded to
code the control channel region more strongly than the RBs
transmitted in region 415. In this example, channel coding
may comprise turbo coding. Further, in this example RBs 420
may comprise a PDSCH region (not shown).

In this example embodiment, as discussed above, the con-
trol processor of the eNodeB 210 may be operable to vary the
power spectral density of transmitted RBs, without necessar-
ily increasing the total power applied to the carrier 425.

If the total power transmitted by the eNodeB in the prior art
is P, ,, then the power per resource block 415 transmitted in
the prior art is P, /Ny .

If the same total power is applied by the eNodeB to the
transmission in this invention, then the power per resource
block 415 transmitted in the invention is P,/ N, 0 4e0-

The gain in the power transmitted per resource block 415 in
the invention is thus Ngz/N_,.,...- For a 20 MHz host sys-
tem, the power per resource block 415 may be increased by up
to 100/1=>20 dB (noting that a 20 MHz system occupies
roughly 100 resource blocks and the coverage-enhanced sys-
tem may transmit a single resource block 415). In this
example, the eNodeB 210 signals the number of resource
blocks 415 active in the system in a master information block
(MIB). In one example, the control processor of the eNodeB
210 may be arranged to only signal the number of resource
blocks 415, and not the bandwidth being used. Therefore, the
eNodeB may signal via the MIB that the carrier 425 com-
prises a 100 resource block carrier and that in subframes used
for coverage limited UEs, one resource block per subcarrier
could be utilised. It is noted that an LTE system can transmit
100 resource blocks in less than a 20 MHz carrier, for example
a 19.5 MHz carrier could be used.

In some examples, it may be possible to utilise a fraction of
a resource block 415, say a half of a resource block. This
example has an advantage that the power per resource block
may be further increased. As discussed previously, if
N_verage COMprises a single RB 415, the transmitted power in
this RB 415 may be increased by upto 20 dB when compared
to a prior art system. Utilising a fractional value of a RB 415
allows the transmitted power to be further increased. In this
example, it is envisaged that a range from 1RB to 0.5RB may
be utilised successfully in order to increase the power per RB
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415. In this example, utilising half an RB would further
increase the power per resource block to roughly 23 dB, when
compared to a prior art 20 MHz system.

In another example embodiment, less than half a RB 415
may be utilised by the eNodeB. In this case, it may be neces-
sary to utilise a different reference signal structure as there
would need to be an appropriate number of reference signals
in the fractional resource block.

Separate control channel regionAs discussed above,
examples of the invention may incorporate a separate control
channel region 410 for the coverage limited UEs. This is
beneficial since the legacy control region 405 is transmitted
across the entire system bandwidth and, hence, the power per
subcarrier of the legacy control region 405 cannot be
increased. In contrast the separate control channel region 410
for the coverage limited UEs may be transmitted in a lower
number of resource blocks 415 (and the power of the resource
blocks for the coverage-limited UEs can be increased).

PDCCH and PDSCH Spanning Multiple Subframes

It may appear that the restricted number of resource blocks
available in the control channel region 410 for the coverage
limited UEs may be seen as limiting the number of UEs that
can be scheduled, however this is not a serious concern. The
aspect of system operation that is important is the ratio of the
amount of physical resource available in the control channel
region to the amount of resource available in the PDSCH
region. In alegacy LTE system, there are three symbols out of
a possible fourteen symbols that may be used for the legacy
control region 405. In this example embodiment, one of the
possible three symbols is required for legacy devices in order
to maintain compatibility with Release-10 systems, as legacy
UESs expect at least one symbol’s worth of control channel
405 in each subframe. However, the remaining two symbols
that are normally utilised by the legacy control channel 405
may be utilised by the control channel for coverage limited
UEs 410. In some examples, the control channel 410 for
coverage limited UEs may require additional symbols. In this
case, the eNodeB 210 is operable to utilise some of the
PDSCH region of the RBs 415 in order to increase the size of
the control channel 410 for coverage limited UEs.

Therefore, in some example embodiments, the eNodeB
210 is operable to dynamically determine size of the control
channel region 410 for coverage limited UEs, for example by
using some symbols originally designated for the legacy con-
trol channel 405 and some symbols originally designated for
PDSCH. In one example, the control processor of the eNodeB
210 may be arranged to determine a size of the control chan-
nel 410 for coverage limited UEs based on the number of
coverage-limited UEs to be simultaneously scheduled.

One potential issue with the smaller amount of resource
available in the separate control channel region 410, shown in
FIG. 4, is that a single allocation message (e.g. PDCCH) may
not fit within the single resource block that has been reserved
for the control region. This issue may be resolved by allowing
PDCCH messages to occupy more than a single subframe. In
some example embodiments, both PDCCH and PDSCH
channels may occupy more than a single subframe. Increas-
ing a time duration of the PDCCH (and potentially the
PDSCH) may increase the latency of the system, however this
may not be a concern for some delay tolerant MTC applica-
tions such as smart metering, for example.

FIG. 5 illustrates a simplified example schematic diagram
500 of a PDCCH 505 that occupies subframe 1 510 and
subframe 2 515 allocating a PDSCH 520 occupying subframe
3 525 and subframe 4 530. The PDCCH 505 in this example
would typically be interleaved across subframe 1 510 and
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subframe 2 515. Similarly, the PDSCH 520 would typically
be interleaved across subframe 3 525 and subframe 4 530.

There are several consequences of increasing the duration
of'the PDCCH 505 and PDSCH 520 messages. For example
each of the interleaved PDCCH 505 and PDSCH 520 mes-
sages occupy multiple subframes, thereby increasing latency
in the system as a UE would have to wait for the entire
PDCCH message interleaved over two subframes and the
entire PDSCH message interleaved over two subframes in
order to correctly decode the message. In another example,
PDCCH 505 and PDSCH 520 messages may be interleaved
over any number of subframes. In another example, any spare
PDCCH 505 that is not utilised 525 may be used by a subse-
quent PDCCH message. Furthermore, any spare PDSCH 520
that is not utilised 530 may be used by a subsequent PDSCH
message. The PDCCH 505 and PDSCH 520 are shown occu-
pying separate sets of subframes. Extending the PDCCH and
PDSCH across multiple subframes can also be applied when
PDCCH 505 and PDSCH 520 occupy the same subframes
(for example PDCCH occupies subframes 510 and 515; and
PDSCH occupies subframes 510 and 515). In order to decode
such an arrangement, the UE would have to buffer physical
bits from all subframes occupied by the PDCCH and PDSCH
(e.g. subframes 510 and 515) before decoding those buffered
physical bits.

Inthis example embodiment, the eNodeB includes a sched-
uler 297 located within the eNodeB 210. In another example
embodiment, the scheduler may be located elsewhere within
the network architecture. In this example, the scheduler 297 is
operable to make a scheduling decision on the PDSCH 520
earlier than in a legacy LTE case, for example due to potential
interleaving of PDCCH 505. In this manner, the scheduler
297 is arranged to determine how much PDSCH 520 resource
is to be scheduled before the PDCCH 505 is transmitted. If
interleaving is utilised, the PDCCH 505 may take longer to
transmit, and hence any scheduling decision will need to be
determined earlier than in a legacy LTE case.

FIG. 6 illustrates a simplified example flow diagram 600 of
an eNodeB utilising aspects of the invention. Initially, at 602,
the eNodeB (such as eNodeB 210 of FIG. 2) waits for a
predetermined number of subframes before determining at
604 whether the amount of some broadband LTE traffic may
beless than a threshold value. Ifitis determined at 604 that the
amount of some broadband LTE traffic is greater than a
threshold value, the eNodeB may send coverage extension
beacon and synchronisation signals sparsely at configured
times in 606. By sending these signals sparsely, the eNodeB
allows coverage limited UEs to synchronise with the loaded
cell, allowing the UEs to indicate to the eNodeB that they
have data to send (e.g. via PRACH), but the sparse nature of
these signals does not use a significant amount of resource in
the loaded cell. At 608, the eNodeB determines whether it has
received physical random access channel (PRACH) requests
from coverage limited UEs. If it has received such requests,
the eNodeB operation proceeds to 610, otherwise the eNodeB
operation returns to 602.

If, at 604, the eNodeB determines that broadband LTE
traffic is less than a threshold value, the eNodeB reconfigures
its system to define a set of subframes as multimedia broad-
cast single frequency network (MBSFN) subframes or almost
blank subframes (ABS) at 610. This is done since when there
is little broadband traffic in the cell, the resources may as well
be applied to serving MTC UEs instead. At 612 the eNodeB
signals a reconfiguration message to broadband UEs in the
cell. The reconfiguration includes an indication of the sub-
frames that are being declared as MBSFEN subframes. At 614
the eNodeB transmits a full set of coverage extension beacon



US 9,131,368 B2

13

and synchronisation signals and, at 616, may request a path
loss measurement form a desired UE. At 618, the eNodeB
determines power requirements of, say, PDCCH and PDSCH
signals based on the UE path loss measurement from 616.

At 620, the eNodeB configures subframes used for cover-
age extension to use a defined number of resource blocks
consistent with the transmit power available at the eNodeB.
At 622, the eNodeB signals the number of RBs applied to
subframes used for coverage extension to UEs requiring cov-
erage extension. The eNodeB then, at 624, waits for downlink
traffic to a UE or a PRACH request from a coverage limited
UE (the UE may send PRACH to the eNodeB when it has
uplink data to transmit, but has not already been scheduled
with uplink resource). The eNodeB then runs a scheduler, at
626, to determine those UEs to schedule in subframes for a
coverage extension mode of operation. At 628, the eNodeB
begins to transmit PDCCH using the required power level and
the number of resource blocks determined previously, and
waits until the end of the PDCCH transmission at 630. At 632,
the eNodeB begins to transmit PDSCH signals using the
required power level and number of resource blocks deter-
mined previously. At 634, after the PDSCH transmission, the
eNodeB sets up its receiver to decode PUCCH or PUSCH
based on the amount of physical resource applied to the UEs
for these uplink channels. At 636, the eNodeB determines
whether the usage of coverage extension subframes is greater
than a threshold value. If the eNodeB determines that the
usage of coverage extension subframes is greater than the
threshold value, the eNodeB returns to 624, otherwise the
eNodeB returns to 602. In returning to 602, the cell may be
reconfigured to not apply MBSFN subframes for coverage
extension purposes (this aspect is not shown in FIG. 6).

In one example embodiment, a consequence of increasing
the duration of PDCCH 505 and PDSCH 520 is that the
hybrid automatic repeat request (HARQ) cycle may need to
be extended. In this example, the HARQ cycle is the time
between a scheduling decision being made and an acknowl-
edgement (ACK) or negative acknowledgement (NACK)
finally being returned from the UE. Referring back to FIG. 5,
in this example embodiment, the HARQ cycle, may have to
be extended by three subframes, In a legacy LTE system,
PDSCH processing can begin immediately after the subframe
that contains the combined PDCCH and PDSCH. However,
in this example embodiment, PDSCH 520 processing may
only commence after the end of subframe 4 530.

In another example embodiment, it may be possible to
utilise fewer HARQ processes, since the ratio of the reception
time (e.g. the time to perform receiver signal processing func-
tions) to transmission time (for example, 4 subframes for FIG.
5) may be less when implementing the concepts herein
described. Hence, example embodiments may provide the
opportunity to operate with fewer HARQ processes when
considering low complexity MTC UEs.

Signalling between eNodeB and UE: As part oflegacy LTE
operation, a UE may be required to perform uplink power
control and channel estimation. Generally, a UE is able to
estimate the path loss between an eNodeB and the UE in order
to control the power of uplink channels. This measurement is
usually performed by comparing reference signal received
power (RSRP), also known as received power per reference
signal, to transmitted power per reference signal. This is
signalled to the UE on system information block 2 (SIB2).
Furthermore, the UE is operable to perform channel estima-
tion using reference signals that are contained within the
resource blocks that are allocated to the UE. The UE may also
be able to use reference signals outside those reference
blocks, for example some ‘outside’ reference signals may be
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used to interpolate the channel with reference signals that are
contained within the resource blocks, thereby potentially
avoiding edge-eftects in the estimation of the channel by the
UE.

In both of the abovementioned cases, the UE may be
required to know the physical resources that are active in the
entire system, in addition to the physical resources that are
allocated to itself. Once the UE knows the physical resources
that are active in the entire system, it is able to determine those
reference signals that are active and can use those reference
signals to determine an overall RSRP. It may also use those
reference signals for interpolation purposes when performing
channel estimation.

In this example embodiment, the UE is operable to utilise
any active reference signal. Determining which reference
signals are active may prevent the UE from attempting to
interpolate to reference signals that are not present in the
system.

In one example embodiment, the control processor and the
transceiver of the eNodeB may be arranged to signal how
much physical resource is active in each subframe to the UE.
In this manner, the UE is able to know how much physical
resource is active in the entire system, as well as the physical
resources allocated to it, and can then determine an overall
RSRP.

In one example embodiment, the control processor and the
transceiver of the eNodeB may be arranged to transmit a
robust signalling sequence within every subframe to a UE.
Such a robust signalling sequence may be arranged to allow
the UE to readily identify the amount of resource that the
eNodeB is transmitting in total. In this example embodiment,
the robust signalling sequence may, for example, be a corre-
lation sequence. In another example embodiment, the robust
signalling sequence may be a cyclic shift of a known bit
sequence.

In one example embodiment, the control processor and the
transceiver of the eNodeB may be arranged to signal the total
amount of physical resource applied in a cell using a single
RB. The robust signalling sequence may also be transmitted
in the minimum amount of physical resource that the eNodeB
can use, which in one example may be a single RB. In this
example or another example embodiment, the single RB may
be operable to contain information that indicates that the
eNodeB is also transmitting further resource blocks. This use
of a single RB provides an advantage in that all desired UEs
in the system will be able to receive and decode this informa-
tion, since it is being transmitted at the highest power spectral
density

In another example embodiment, the robust signalling
sequence may be spread over the resource blocks that the
eNodeB utilises in any one subframe. In this example
embodiment, the signalling sequence used to indicate that the
eNodeB is transmitting ‘N’ resource blocks may be arranged
to be orthogonal to the signalling sequence it uses to indicate
that it is transmitting ‘M’ resource blocks.

In another example embodiment, the control processor and
the transceiver of the eNodeB may be arranged to signal the
total amount of physical resource applied in a cell using a
dynamically determined number of RBs. In this manner, the
eNodeB is operable to dynamically select those UEs to signal
within the system.

In one example embodiment, the control processor and the
transceiver of the eNodeB may be arranged to signal sub-
frames using system information block signalling.

In a further example embodiment, the control processor
and the transceiver of the eNodeB may be arranged to signal
how much physical resource is active in each subframe to the



US 9,131,368 B2

15

UE, for example using a defined sequence of subframes
(wherein the total amount of physical resource used in certain
subframes within a sequence is defined by the eNodeB). For
example, the defined sequence of subframes may be config-
ured dependent upon the coverage conditions of the set of
receiving UEs: the eNodeB may configure the amount of
available physical resource available in different subframes in
proportion to the number of UEs with certain path losses.

In this example embodiment, the control processor and the
transceiver of the eNodeB may be arranged to, as part of some
broadcast signalling, signal to the UE those subframes in
which it will transmit using only a single RB, those in which
it will transmit using two RBs, etc.

For example, UEs situated in good coverage locations may
be scheduled with subframes that use, say, two RBs at a
medium power level, for example. This allows the UEs that
are not at the extremity of the communication coverage capa-
bility of the eNodeB to utilise more resource.

For example, UEs situated in a poor coverage location may
be scheduled with subframes that use, say, a single RB at a
high power level, for example. Alternatively, in yet further
example embodiments, UEs in extremely poor coverage con-
ditions, as determined by the eNodeB, may be signalled using
fractional values of RBs. In some examples, it is envisaged
that the eNodeB’s use of RBs may extend to use of both
integer value(s) and fractional value(s) combined, e.g. 1.5
RBs being used.

In one example, the defined sequence of subframes may
comprise almost blank subframes and/or MBSFN subframes.

Alternatively, in another example embodiment, the UE
may employ blind decoding. Here, a UE attempts to decode
an eNodeB transmission based on an assumption that the
eNodeB is transmitting a single RB. The UE may be operable
to determine a signal-to-interference plus noise ratio (SINR)
based on this first assumption. Similarly, the UE may be
further operable to decode on an assumption that the eNodeB
is transmitting two RBs. The UE is operable to determine an
SINR based on this second assumption. The UE may then
select the assumption with the best measured SINR and com-
plete the decoding process based on that SINR.

In another example embodiment, the UE may only deter-
mine the SINR for assumptions based on its knowledge of
channel conditions. For example, in poor channel conditions,
the UE may not determine an SINR for a large number of
RBs, as the UE may assume that, due to poor channel condi-
tions, only a small number of RBs, e.g. a single RB, would be
used.

FIG. 7 illustrates a simplified example flowchart 700 of a
wireless communication unit, such as a UE, utilising aspects
of'the present invention. In this example, the UE is a coverage
limited UE wishing to communicate with an eNodeB.

Initially, at 702, the UE waits for a predetermined number
of'subframes, before determining, at 704, whether an eNodeB
is transmitting a coverage extension beacon and synchroni-
zation signals. If the UE determines that the eNodeB is not
transmitting coverage extension beacon and synchronization
signals, it determines, at 706, whether the eNodeB is trans-
mitting sparse beacon and synchronization signals instead. If
the UE determines at 706 that the eNodeB is transmitting
sparse beacon and synchronization signals, it sends a physical
random access channel (PRACH) signal or a PRACH pre-
amble signal to the eNodeB indicating that it is coverage
limited at 708, before returning to 702.

Otherwise, if the UE determines at 706 that the eNodeB is
not transmitting sparse beacon and synchronization signals,
the UE 700 searches for a coverage extension signals from
another cell at step 710.
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If the UE determines that the eNodeB is transmitting cov-
erage extension beacon and synchronization signals at 704,
the UE connects to this eNodeB and sends a path loss mea-
surement at 712. The UE then reads system information pro-
vided by the eNodeB, at 714, which may include information
on the number of RBs active in the cell and the subframes that
have been configured for operation with coverage extension.
The UE is then operable to perform channel estimation based
on the configured number of RBs in the cell, at 716, before
waiting for a subframe boundary on which a PDCCH can
begin, at 718. In this example, the waiting for a subframe
boundary relates to the fact that some PDCCH may need to be
transmitted across a plurality of subframes (as described with
reference to FIG. 5). In 718, if PDCCHs are transmitted in a
single subframe, a PDCCH can begin on every subframe
boundary that is configured for coverage extension operation:
noting that only certain subframes, e.g. MBSFN subframes,
may be configured for operation in a coverage extension
mode.

The UE is then operable to decode the PDCCH in sub-
frames that are configured for coverage extension operation,
at 720, before decoding PDSCH in subframes configured for
coverage extension operation according to PDCCH in 722.
The UE is then operable, in 724, to respond to the eNodeB
using PUCCH or PUSCH according to the UE’s configura-
tion and the degree to which it is coverage limited. In 726, the
UE determines whether a disconnect signal has been received
from the eNodeB, or whether coverage extension beacon/
synchronization signals have disappeared. If the UE deter-
mines that it has not received a disconnect signal from the
eNodeB in 726, or that coverage extension beacon/synchro-
nization signals have not disappeared it returns to 718; oth-
erwise it disconnects from the eNodeB at 728.

As discussed above, it may be possible for an eNodeB to
transmit less than a single RB. FIG. 8 illustrates a legacy
single RB 800, comprising 12 subcarriers 802, 14 symbols
per subcarrier 804, with a number of the symbols carrying
reference signals 806, denoted by solid blocks. In this
example, RB 800 refers to a 3GPP™ Release-10 RB, where
the reference signals 806 are evenly spread out throughout the
RB 800. This figure only illustrates cell specific reference
signals. In one example, where a fraction of a RB 808 are to
be utilized, for example to further increase power spectral
density, the position of the reference signals 806 are re-ar-
ranged, as shown. In this example, RB 808 comprises two
thirds of a legacy RB, employing only eight subcarriers 810.
Thus, in this example, RB 808 has been reduced in size,
however the position and quantity of the reference signals are
maintained as being substantially comparable to the 3GPP™
Release-10 RB 800.

In another example embodiment, the RB 808 may be fur-
ther reduced in size by further reducing the number of sub-
carriers, for example to further increase power spectral den-
sity. In this example, a different reference signal 806 structure
may be used to ensure that an appropriate number of reference
signals 806 within the fractional RB are transmitted.

Maintaining the reference signal structure from RB 800 in
RB 808 has the advantage that channel estimation algorithms
developed for RB 800 can be readily modified to the structure
of RB 808.

Frequency Hopping

In order to allow for frequency diversity, RBs or sets of
resource elements (REs: where a resource element is a single
subcarrier occupying a single symbol) that are applied to
coverage-limited UEs may be frequency hopped on, say, a
symbol-by-symbol basis or on, say, a subframe-by-subframe
basis. Frequency hopping would increase frequency diversity
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and would reduce the impact of inter-cell interference (e.g.
adjacent cells serving coverage limited UEs could apply a
different hopping pattern and adjacent cells serving normal
UEs would not see isolated interference in a restricted set of
RBs).

When frequency hopping is applied, a reduced number of
physical RBs or sets of REs could be used in the cell (as for
other aspects of the invention, as previously described), but
the frequency location of those physical RBs or sets of REs
may change (from symbol-to-symbol or from subframe-to-
subframe, dependent upon the characteristics of the hopping
pattern).

When a UE is frequency hopped, there may be some
switching delay required between the hopped frequencies (to
allow the UE to retune its RF circuits for example). Therefore,
in one example embodiment, in order to accommodate this
switching delay, a time gap may be inserted between the
frequency hops. In this manner, other coverage limited UEs
can then be time-multiplexed (or interleaved) into these time
gaps.

Referring now to FIG. 9, an example simplified schematic
drawing 900 of a frequency hopping scheme that allows plu-
ral (in this example, two) slow switching UEs to be time-
multiplexed into LTE subframes is shown. The schematic
drawing 900 illustrates a number of subframes 902, legacy
control regions 904, first frequency hopped sets of REs 906
applied to a first UE (UE_A) and second frequency hopped
sets of REs 908 applied to a second UE (UE_B). In this
example embodiment, for coverage limited UEs, a single
resource block (or set of REs) applied by an eNodeB may be
frequency hopped. Further, two (or more) UEs may be time
multiplexed in the frequency hopping pattern, for example
during the time when UE_A is not assigned resources in the
hopping pattern, UE_B may be assigned resources. UE_A
may use this ‘spare’ time to retune its RF circuits between
different frequencies within the hopping pattern. In this
example embodiment, the time to retune RF circuits (e.g.
switching time) should be reasonable to enable retuning
within a single timeslot. In this example, a time of 0.5 ms is
utilised, however other values are envisaged, for example in
other example embodiments the switching time may be less
than 0.1 ms. In other example embodiments, switching time
may be between two and seven symbols, where a symbol lasts
for 0.07 ms (Y14). In this example, FIG. 9 would be time
multiplexed between 2 and 8 UEs to allow for switching time
of the UEs.

Referring now to FIG. 10, a simplified example block
diagram of the transmission of uplink signals on a single
subcarrier is illustrated, according to aspects of this invention.
The simplified example block diagram comprises legacy
3GPP™ Release-10 RB 1000 and coverage limited RB 1008
in accordance with examples of the invention. Legacy
3GPP™ Release-10 RB 1000 further comprises 12 subcarri-
ers 1002, timeslots 1004 and uplink reference signals 1006. In
some examples, uplink signals may be power controlled
according to the current LTE specifications. At the cell edge,
these signals may be sent in a minimum of a single resource
block. In order to increase the coverage of these uplink sig-
nals, according to this invention, they can be transmitted in
less physical resource than a single resource block: downto a
single subcarrier. Use of a single subcarrier allows the UE to
concentrate its energy into that single subcarrier. In LTE, an
uplink physical resource block consists of 12 subcarriers.
Hence the potential coverage gain from transmission using a
single subcarrier is 10xlog,,(12)=10.8 dB.

When a single subcarrier is transmitted in the uplink cov-
erage limited RB 1008, the other 11 subcarriers of the physi-
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cal resource block 1110 can be assigned to other UEs. This
has an advantage that, in the uplink 1008, there is not neces-
sarily a spectral efficiency loss associated with serving cov-
erage limited UEs. This is in contrast to the case for the
downlink, as in the downlink case, the eNodeB assigns all its
power to the limited number of subcarriers to improve cov-
erage. Those unused carriers cannot be reused since the eNo-
deB does not have sufficient power to service those unused
subcarriers (note that if the power of the eNodeB were
increased, these otherwise unused subcarriers could be
brought into operation using the additional power while the
coverage limited UEs could still be served with the baseline
eNodeB power according to the techniques described here-
inbefore). The uplink case is different. If a UE does not have
enough power to transmit a lot of subcarriers, a different UE
(with its own power source) can transmit on those other
subcarriers.

Note that an uplink signal transmitted on a single subcar-
rier will be able to transmit fewer bits than an uplink signal
transmitted on a minimum of a single physical resource
block. In order to combat this limitation, a similar approach to
that used in the downlink can be applied: the uplink signal can
be transmitted across multiple subframes (as described with
reference to FIG. 5).

It will be appreciated that, for clarity purposes, the
described embodiments of the invention with reference to
different functional units and processors may be modified or
re-configured with any suitable distribution of functionality
between different functional units or processors is possible,
without detracting from the invention. For example, function-
ality illustrated to be performed by separate processors or
controllers may be performed by the same processor or con-
troller. Hence, references to specific functional units are only
to be seen as references to suitable means for providing the
described functionality, rather than indicative of a strict logi-
cal or physical structure or organization.

Aspects of the invention may be implemented in any suit-
able form including hardware, software, firmware or any
combination of these. The invention may optionally be imple-
mented, at least partly, as computer software running on one
or more data processors and/or digital signal processors. For
example, the software may reside on non-transitory computer
program product comprising executable program code to
increase coverage in a wireless communication system. The
program code is operable for, at a network element: transmit-
ting a first portion of subframes comprising a number of
resource blocks to a first wireless communication unit in a
first mode of operation, wherein the number of resource
blocks are transmitted at a first power level per resource
block; and transmitting, a second portion of subframes to a
second wireless communication unit in a second mode of
operation at a second power level, wherein the second portion
of subframes comprise a lower number of resource blocks
than the first portion of subframes and the lower number of
resource blocks is transmitted at a second power level per
resource block that is higher than the first power level per
resource block. The program code is operable for, at a wire-
less communication unit: receiving in a second extended cov-
erage mode of operation, a signal comprising subcarriers
transmitted at a second power level, wherein the signal com-
prises a second portion of subframes; wherein the second
portion of subframes comprise a lower number of resource
blocks than a first portion of subframes transmitted at a first
power level in a first non-extended coverage mode of opera-
tion, and wherein the lower number of resource blocks is
transmitted at a second power level per resource block that is
higher than the first power level per resource block.
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Thus, the elements and components of an embodiment of
the invention may be physically, functionally and logically
implemented in any suitable way. Indeed, the functionality
may be implemented in a single unit, in a plurality of units or
as part of other functional units.

Those skilled in the art will recognize that the functional
blocks and/or logic elements herein described may be imple-
mented in an integrated circuit for incorporation into one or
more of the communication units. Furthermore, it is intended
that boundaries between logic blocks are merely illustrative
and that alternative embodiments may merge logic blocks or
circuit elements or impose an alternate composition of func-
tionality upon various logic blocks or circuit elements. It is
further intended that the architectures depicted herein are
merely exemplary, and that in fact many other architectures
can be implemented that achieve the same functionality. For
example, for clarity the control processor 296 and control
processor 308 have been illustrated and described as a single
processing module, whereas in other implementations they
may comprise separate processing modules or logic blocks.

Although the present invention has been described in con-
nection with some example embodiments, it is not intended to
be limited to the specific form set forth herein. Rather, the
scope of the present invention is limited only by the accom-
panying claims. Additionally, although a feature may appear
to be described in connection with particular embodiments,
one skilled in the art would recognize that various features of
the described embodiments may be combined in accordance
with the invention. In the claims, the term ‘comprising’ does
not exclude the presence of other elements or steps.

Furthermore, although individually listed, a plurality of
means, elements or method steps may be implemented by, for
example, a single unit or processor. Additionally, although
individual features may be included in different claims, these
may possibly be advantageously combined, and the inclusion
in different claims does not imply that a combination of
features is not feasible and/or advantageous. Also, the inclu-
sion of a feature in one category of claims does not imply a
limitation to this category, but rather indicates that the feature
is equally applicable to other claim categories, as appropriate.

Furthermore, the order of features in the claims does not
imply any specific order in which the features must be per-
formed and in particular the order of individual steps in a
method claim does not imply that the steps must be performed
in this order. Rather, the steps may be performed in any
suitable order. In addition, singular references do not exclude
a plurality. Thus, references to ‘a’, ‘an’, ‘first’, ‘second’, etc.
do not preclude a plurality.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for increasing coverage in a wireless commu-
nication system, the method comprising, at a network ele-
ment:

transmitting a first portion of subframes comprising a num-

ber of resource blocks to a first wireless communication
unit in a first mode of operation, wherein the number of
resource blocks are transmitted at a first power level per
resource block;

transmitting, a second portion of the subframes to a second

wireless communication unitin a second mode of opera-
tion at a second power level, wherein the second portion
of subframes comprise a lower number of resource
blocks than the first portion of subframes and the lower
number of resource blocks is transmitted at a second
power level per resource block that is higher than the first
power level per resource block;
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scheduling a first control channel region in the first portion
of subframes and scheduling a second separate addi-
tional control channel region in the second portion of
subframes.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the second portion of
subframes comprises at least one from a group comprising:
almost blank subframes, multimedia broadcast single fre-
quency network (MBSFN) subframes.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein scheduling a second
separate additional control channel region in the second por-
tion of subframes unit comprises scheduling at least one of: a
physical downlink control channel (PDCCH), a physical
hybrid ARQ indicator channel (PHICH), a physical control
format indicator channel (PCFICH).

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the channels transmitted
by the second additional separate control channel region
occupy more than a single subframe.

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising scheduling the
second separate additional control channel region in the sec-
ond portion of subframes is performed across multiple sub-
frames.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the second separate
additional control channel region comprises a control channel
signal that allocates a shared downlink resource to the second
wireless communication unit.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein at least one of the control
channel signal and the shared downlink resource are inter-
leaved over a plurality of second portion of subframes.

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the wireless communi-
cation system is a long term evolution communication sys-
tem.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the lower number of
resource blocks used in the second portion of subframes
comprise less than a single physical resource block.

10. The method of claim 1 further comprising scheduling
the second portion of subframes in time multiplexed fre-
quency hopped transmissions such that multiple wireless
communication units are supported within available down-
link resource in a first communication cell.

11. The method of claim 10 wherein scheduling the second
portion of subframes such that multiple wireless communi-
cation units are time multiplexed within available downlink
resource comprises inserting a time gap between frequency
hops.

12. The method of claim 11 wherein a resource block in the
frequency hopping comprises a first number of symbols and a
second number of subcarriers.

13. The method of claim 1 further comprising determining
a power requirement of multiple wireless communication
units and scheduling a number of resource blocks for the
second portion of subframes based at least on the determined
power requirement of the second wireless communication
unit.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein determining a power
requirement of the second wireless communication unit com-
prises at least one from a group comprising: requesting a path
loss measurement from the second wireless communication
unit, receiving channel quality information transmitted by the
second wireless communication unit, receiving an indication
from the second wireless communication unit of the power
that it is using for its transmissions.

15. A non-transitory computer program product compris-
ing executable code stored therein for increasing coverage in
a wireless communication system, wherein the code is oper-
able for, when executed at a network element, performing the
method of claim 1.
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16. A network element for increasing coverage in a wire-
less communication system, the network element comprising
atransceiver operably coupled to a control processor, wherein
the control processor is arranged to:

transmit, a first portion of subframes comprising a number

ofresource blocks to a first wireless communication unit
in a first mode of operation, wherein the number of
resource blocks are transmitted at a first power level per
resource block;

transmit a second portion of subframes to a second wireless

communication unit in a second mode of operation at a
second power level, wherein the second portion of sub-
frames comprise a lower number of resource blocks than
the first portion of subframes and the lower number of
resource blocks is transmitted at a second power level
perresource block that is higher than the first power level
per resource block;

scheduling a first control channel region in the first portion

of subframes and scheduling a second separate addi-
tional control channel region in the second portion of
subframes.

17. An integrated circuit for a network element for increas-
ing coverage in a wireless communication system, the inte-
grated circuit comprising a control processor, wherein the
control processor is arranged to:

transmit a first portion of subframes comprising a number

ofresource blocks to a first wireless communication unit
in a first mode of operation, wherein the number of
resource blocks are transmitted at a first power level per
resource block;

transmit a second portion of subframes to a second wireless

communication unit in a second mode of operation at a
second power level, wherein the second portion of sub-
frames comprise a lower number of resource blocks than
the first portion of subframes and the lower number of
resource blocks is transmitted at a second power level
perresource block that is higher than the first power level
per resource block;

scheduling a first control channel region in the first portion

of subframes and scheduling a second separate addi-
tional control channel region in the second portion of
subframes.

18. A method for communicating in an increased coverage
area in a wireless communication system, the method com-
prising, at a wireless communication unit:

receiving in a second extended coverage mode of opera-

tion, a signal comprising subcarriers transmitted at a
second power level, wherein the signal comprises a sec-
ond portion of subframes that includes a second control
channel region;
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wherein the second portion of subframes comprise a lower
number of resource blocks than a first portion of sub-
frames that includes a first control channel region that is
separate from the second control channel region and that
is transmitted at a first power level in a first non-extended
coverage mode of operation, and wherein the lower
number of resource blocks is transmitted at a second
power level per resource block that is higher than the first
power level per resource block.

19. A non-transitory computer program product compris-
ing executable code stored therein for communicating in an
increased coverage area in a wireless communication system,
wherein the code is operable for, when executed at a wireless
communication unit, performing the method of claim 18.

20. A wireless communication unit comprising:

a receiver for receiving in a second extended coverage
mode of operation, a signal comprising subcarriers
transmitted at a second power level, wherein the signal
comprises a second portion of subframes; and

a control processor, operably coupled to the receiver and
arranged to decode the signal wherein the second por-
tion of subframes comprise a lower number of resource
blocks than a first portion of subframes transmitted at a
first power level in a first non-extended coverage mode
of operation, and wherein the lower number of resource
blocks is transmitted at a second power level per
resource block that is higher than the first power level per
resource block, and further wherein the first portion of
subframes includes a first control channel region and the
second portion of subframes includes a second separate
additional control channel region.

21. An integrated circuit for a wireless communication unit

comprising:

a control processor arranged to decode a signal received in
a second extended coverage mode of operation, wherein
the signal comprises subcarriers transmitted at a second
power level and comprises a second portion of sub-
frames, wherein the second portion of subframes com-
prise a lower number of resource blocks than a first
portion of subframes transmitted at a first power level in
a first non-extended coverage mode of operation, and
wherein the lower number of resource blocks is trans-
mitted at a second power level per resource block that is
higher than the first power level per resource block, and
further wherein the first portion of subframes includes a
first control channel region and the second portion of
subframes includes a second separate additional control
channel region.



